
Date Speaker Title

January 17

Daniel Kopinke, PhD
Assistant Professor

Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics
University of Florida

Ciliary Hedgehog Signaling Orchestrates 
Adipogenesis and Muscle Repair

February 7

Jim Dowling, MD, PhD
Associate Professor; Pediatrics and Molecular Genetics

University of Toronto
Physician, The Hospital For Sick Children, Neurology

Myotubular myopathy:  a paradigm for rare 
disease therapy development;

Invited by Peter Kang

February 21

Tanja Taivassalo, PhD
Associate Professor

Department of Physiology and Functional Genomics
University of Florida

Exercise as an adjuvant to pharmacological 
therapy in DMD

March Canceled due to Muscle Biology Conference and NMPT Symposium

April 4

Penney M. Gilbert, PhD 
Assistant Professor

Tier II Canada Research Chair, Endogenous Repair
Institute of Biomaterials and Biomedical Engineering 

Terrence Donnelly Centre for Cellular and Biomolecular Research
Department of Biochemistry

University of Toronto

Making models that matter: engineering human 
skeletal muscle in a dish 

April 18
Terence Ryan

Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Physiology and Kinesiology
University of Florida

Flipping the Metabolic Switch: Identifying 
Mechanisms for the Prevention of Ischemic 

Muscle Injury

May 2

Rachel Kelley
Pre-Doctoral Trainee in Leonardo Ferreira Lab

Department of Applied Physiology and Kinesiology; University of Florida

Andrew D’Lugos, PhD
Post Doctoral Fellow in Andrew Judge Lab

Department of Physical Therapy; University of Florida

Not Just a Failing Heart: Peripheral 
Abnormalities in Postmenopausal Heart Failure 

with Preserved Ejection Fraction

Proteomic Profiling of Skeletal Muscle from 
Cachectic Pancreatic Cancer Patients
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